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Death and
The Maiden

(La Muerte Y La Doncella)

By

= Ariel Dorfman

= |

»  Translator — Paulina Salas
Ido Ricklin g Efart Baumwald
Director g? Gerardo Escobar, Her Husband, A Lawyer
Amir I. Wolf P Yoav Donat
Set & Costume Designer Roberto Miranda, ADoctor
Svetlana Berger Ron Bitterman

Music
Itamar Gross

Video Designer
Yaara Nirel

Lighting Designer
Keren Granek

Assistant Director
Tamar Daniely

* The time is the present and the place a country that is probably Chile,
but could be any country that has given itself a democratic government
just after a long period of dictatorship.

* The show contains depictions of confinement and sexual violence.




Synopsis

Chilean playwright Ariel Dorfman’s 1990 play Death and
the Maiden had 1ts world premier in London in Jduly

of 1991. The setting of the three-character play is an
unnamed country, possibly representing Chile, which
after having long been a dictatorship has adopted a
democratic government.

Considered Dorfman’s most important play, it has

as its central theme the myriad challenges faced

by a nation attempting to return to stability after
governmental upheaval.

While held captive by the government in power, former
political prisoner Paulina Salas was raped by a doctor.
She never saw his face, but during the rape he played
Death and the Maiden, a pliece by Schubert from which
the play takes 1ts title.

As the play opens, Paulina and her husband, Geraldo
Escobar’s car breaks down at night. A stranger, Roberto
Miranda comes upon them and offers to drive them
home. Geraldo accepts the offer and once home, offers
Roberto a room in which to spend the night. Paulina,
however, upon hearing the man’s voice suspects that
their Good Samaritan 1s in fact the doctor by whom she
was raped and tortured after having been kidnapped
and imprisoned by the secret police fifteen years

ago. She found him to be the harshest among her
captors because there were occasional hints of
kindness and his playing of the Schubert composition
while physically and sexually assaulting her.

During the night, Paulina decides to extract her
revenge against Roberto. She kidnaps him and explains
to her husband that she is putting him on trial for

the atrocities she believes him to have committed.
Geraldo is taken aback by Paulina’s actions. He has
recently been named to an Investigating Commission
under the country’s new democratic regime

charged with looking into the crimes of the overthrown
dictatorship. He cannot accept what he perceives

as Paulina acting as a vigilante in the matter. He
attempts to convince her to change her mind, in fear
that she will endanger his position

on the commission as well as the ability of the new
government to procure justice for the citizens at
large. She steadfastly refuses to back down, holds
Roberto at gunpoint, and threatens to shoot him 1if
Geraldo insists on interfering with her.

Opening: December 25 2025, Stage 2, Be'er Sheva Theatre
@ 1 Hour and 30 minutes with no interval
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