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�¾�Ù�Î�×�Ò�×�Ð�f���³�Î�Ì�Î�Ö�Ë�Î�Û���\�_���\�	�\�_�e���Â�Ý�Ê�Ð�Î���\�e���±�Î�‡�Î�Û���Â�Ñ�Î�ß�Ê���Ã�Ñ�Î�Ê�Ý�Û�Î

�²�Ñ�Ò�Õ�Î�Ê�×���Ù�Õ�Ê�â�à�Û�Ò�Ð�Ñ�Ý���°�Û�Ò�Î�Õ���³�Ø�Û�Ï�Ö�Ê�×�‡�Ü���[ �c�c�	� � �Ù�Õ�Ê�â��Death and 
the Maiden had its world premier in London in July 
of 1991. The setting of the three-character play is an 
unnamed country, possibly representing Chile, which 
after having long been a dictatorship has adopted a 
democratic government .
�²�Ø�×�Ü�Ò�Í�Î�Û�Î�Í � � �³�Ø�Û�Ï�Ö�Ê�×�‡�Ü���Ö�Ø�Ü�Ý���Ò�Ö�Ù�Ø�Û�Ý�Ê�×�Ý���Ù�Õ�Ê�â�e���Ò�Ý���Ñ�Ê�Ü��
as its central theme the myriad challenges faced 
by a nation attempting to return to stabil ity after 
governmental upheaval.
While held captive by the government in power, former
polit ical prisoner Paulina Salas was raped by a doctor. 
She never saw his face, but during the rape he played 
Death and the Maiden, a piece by Schubert from which 
the play takes its t it le.

As the play opens, Paulina and her husband, Geraldo 
�´�Ü�Ì�Ø�Ë�Ê�Û�‡�Ü���Ì �Ê�Û���Ë�Û�Î�Ê�Ô�Ü���Í�Ø�à�×���Ê�Ý���×�Ò�Ð�Ñ�Ý �d���°�� �Ü�Ý�Û�Ê�×�Ð�Î�Û�e���Á�Ø�Ë�Î�Û�Ý�Ø��
Miranda comes upon them and offers to drive them 
home. Geraldo accepts the offer and once home, offers 
Roberto a room in which to spend the night . Paulina, 
�Ñ�Ø�à�Î�ß�Î�Û�e���Þ�Ù�Ø�×���Ñ�Î�Ê�Û�Ò�×�Ð���Ý�Ñ�Î�� �Ö�Ê�×�‡�Ü���ß�Ø�Ò�Ì�Î� � �Ü�Þ�Ü�Ù�Î�Ì�Ý�Ü���Ý�Ñ�Ê�Ý��
their Good Samaritan is in fact the doctor by whom she 
was raped and tortured after having been kidnapped 
�Ê�×�Í�� �Ò�Ö�Ù�Û�Ò�Ü�Ø�×�Î�Í � � �Ë�â���Ý�Ñ�Î�� �Ü�Î�Ì �Û�Î�Ý���Ù�Ø�Õ�Ò�Ì�Î� � �4�Ï�Ý�Î�Î �×���â�Î�Ê�Û�Ü
ago. She found him to be the harshest among her 
captors because there were occasional hints of 
kindness and his playing of the Schubert composition 
�à�Ñ�Ò�Õ�Î�� �Ù�Ñ�â�Ü�Ò�Ì�Ê�Õ�Õ�â���Ê�×�Í�� �Ü�Î�á�Þ�Ê�Õ�Õ�â���Ê�Ü�Ü�Ê�Þ�Õ�Ý�Ò�×�Ð���Ñ�Î�Û�d

�³�Þ�Û�Ò�×�Ð���Ý�Ñ�Î�� �×�Ò�Ð�Ñ�Ý �e���¿�Ê�Þ�Õ�Ò�×�Ê���Í �Î �Ì �Ò�Í�Î�Ü���Ý�Ø���Î�á�Ý�Û�Ê�Ì�Ý���Ñ�Î�Û��
�Û�Î�ß�Î�×�Ð�Î�� �Ê�Ð�Ê�Ò�×�Ü�Ý���Á�Ø�Ë�Î�Û�Ý�Ø�d���Â�Ñ�Î�� �Ô�Ò�Í�×�Ê�Ù�Ü���Ñ�Ò�Ö���Ê�×�Í�� �Î �á�Ù�Õ�Ê�Ò�×�Ü��
to her husband that she is putting him on trial for 
the atrocities she believes him to have committed. 
�¶�Î�Û�Ê�Õ�Í�Ø���Ò�Ü���Ý�Ê�Ô�Î�×���Ê�Ë�Ê�Ì�Ô���Ë�â���¿�Ê�Þ�Õ�Ò�×�Ê�‡�Ü���Ê�Ì�Ý�Ò�Ø�×�Ü�d���· �Î � � �Ñ�Ê�Ü��
recently been named to an Investigating Commission 
�Þ�×�Í�Î �Û���Ý�Ñ�Î�� �Ì �Ø�Þ�×�Ý�Û�â �‡�Ü���×�Î�à���Í �Î �Ö�Ø�Ì�Û�Ê�Ý�Ò�Ì�� �Û�Î�Ð�Ò�Ö�Î
charged with looking into the crimes of the overthrown
dictatorship. He cannot accept what he perceives 
as Paulina acting as a vigilante in the matter. He 
attempts to convince her to change her mind, in fear 
that she wil l endanger his position
on the commission as well as the abil ity of the new
government to procure justice for the cit izens at 
large. She steadfastly refuses to back down, holds 
Roberto at gunpoint , and threatens to shoot him if 
Geraldo insists on interfering with her.

Synopsis
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