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completely normal, but of late Mel has become increasingly stressed.

Everything annoys him:the neighbors, the neighborhood, the city, city hall,
the country—everything! His condition becomesincreasingly serious whenheloses
his job and his apartment is burglarized. Edna, his loving wife, and his standoffish
family enlist to save the situation. Neil Simon’s black comedy becomes increasingly
blacker as it examines the destructive effect of urban life — life filled with tensions,
anxieties, threats, constraints, and pressures — on people trying to cope with it.
It is one of Simon’s most trenchant plays. Simon, in his witty, bitter, and moving
way, accompanies Mel and Edna in their struggle for survival — despite Mel’'s
unemployment, the noise all around, the broken plumbing — and to keep their
sanity and a modicum of self-respect.

M el and Edna Edison’s life on the fourteenth floor in the heart of the city was
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